
My daily practice begins with the making of four cups.  While seemingly a simple
form, the cup contains all the challenges I like: the paring down of an essentially
lively form, a comfortable feeling yet visually compelling handle (or not), and a
volume that suggests a specific liquid.  Being put to the lip, the cup is the most
dauntingly personal pot one could make.  It has the capacity to change one’s
daily life.

The other forms I make also revolve around utility: pots for baking, containing and
carrying cooking oil, holding kitchen trimmings and carrying to the compost
heap, containers for flowers, bills or letters, plates, bowls for soup and salad.  The
pots must have a compelling visual interest on their own yet give way to utility.  In
many ways they act as a stage set, appearing and disappearing at rest and in use. A bowl full of fruit rests on the table as a still life,
changing when the fruit is removed. Flowers held in a vase may conceal the pot and then reveal the form when empty.

Working in sets of small series, I like to have a few ideas rolling along at the same time. I like to create just enough stress that I feel
that I can’t quite keep up with myself. Working alone, it takes me about two months to make enough work to fill the kiln.

Having made pots now for about forty years, I am surprised that it is still both a hopeful and troublesome effort to make a decent
pot. The qualities that I search for in my own work are fairly straightforward. I am interested in a pot that does its duty well yet can
stand on its own as a visual object. These pots are not seemingly sculpture or art. They seem to act more like engaging tools than
anything else.

Friday October 11th, 2019
6:00 pm - Dinner/Slide Lecture - C106 Multi-Purpose Room

Saturday October 12th, 2019
Workshop 9-4 pm - Ceramics Studio L035 - Includes Lunch

$40 for CLC students - $80 for Non-CLC students

The Community Clay Association at the College of Lake County is proud to present a Fall Workshop with

Linda Christianson

To reserve your spot, you may register online with David Bolton, Head of CLC Ceramics and Community Clay Association Advisor at
dbolton@clcillinois.edu. After registering please immediately mail your check payment made out to the College of Lake County, Attn: Community
Clay Association, c/o Activities Office, College of Lake County, 19351 W. Washington St., Grayslake, IL 60030-1198. Please include your name,
phone & studio where you work.  If you are a student at CLC, you may sign up and pay in person in the Ceramics studio (L035).

Please visit the CLC website at www.clcillinois.edu for campus map & directions

The images selected here are an assorted glimpse of pots from my last couple of firings.
They are representative of a body of current works in progress.


